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Summary 
The first ever Bubo Birding tour was a great success, with excellent views of most of our target endemic birds 

of the Western Ghats, some fantastic places visited, great food, and lots of fun cross-cultural discussion 

thanks to our mixed American, British and Indian group! As usual, all logistics were impeccably arranged by 

Asian Adventures. 

The itinerary was slightly shortened from our typical plan and concentrated mainly on Western Ghats forest 

endemics. Instead of starting from Bangalore and spending our first three days in the lowlands, we began in 

Coimbatore and made Ooty, in the Nilgiri Hills in Tamil Nadu, our first stop. Thereafter, and having been 

joined by Katie, we headed to Top Slip in the Anamalai Hills, Munnar back in Nilgiri tea country in Kerala, 

Periyar Tiger Reserve, and finally to the extremely birdy Thattekad Bird Sanctuary.  

We saw 218 species of birds altogether, which included most of the endemics (29 in total) and a further 45 

near endemics, many of which only otherwise occur in Sri Lanka. Most of our targets gave exceptional views, 

such as the rare Kashmir Flycatcher, both endemic species of Sholakili and ‘Chilappans’, and Nilgiri Pipit just 
3 m away! One of the big successes was lovely views of many species of owls in daylight, although we 

completely missed Spotted Owlet: the most common owl throughout India! 55 eBird lists were shared 

amongst all participants and to ensure all our observations are available for research and conservation 

purposes. 

Apologies for this trip report not being very visual: the only camera that came out on this trip was Mike’s 
compact, so it was very much an experience of watching and enjoying birds rather than photographing 

them. 

A consensus amongst all tour participants led to the following list of trip highlights: not just birds, and in no 

particular order! 

• A full day’s trekking through the beautiful forests of the Periyar Tiger Reserve, and the wonderful 

hikes through the uncrowded and extremely birdy Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary and Pampadum Shola 

National Park 

• Excellent prolonged views of Kashmir Flycatcher in Kotagiri 

• Abandoning breakfast at Thattekad to dash off and see a roosting Sri Lanka Bay Owl, in the same 

place we’d spent much of the previous day looking for it! 

• Views of the huge Great Hornbill at Top Slip, majestically sat at the top of a tree, lord of the jungle, 

completely unaware of being watched 

• The adorable Heart-spotted Woodpecker: high on Katie’s wish list and, in her words, its large, 

triangular head balanced on a chubby body was both unlikely and charming! 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
https://bubobirding.com/
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Tour Diary 

The Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu: Ooty and Kotagiri 
Yogesh, Anjali and Mike met up at lunchtime at Coimbatore airport, and immediately drove north and up 

into the Nilgiri hills. With not too much birding time available we took a couple of random stops from the 

main road in nice-looking forested areas and managed to find a couple of nice mixed species feeding flocks, 

leading to our first moments of birding panic where we all try to get on to all species present before they 

disappear! Blue-capped Rock Thrush and a feeding Indian Scimitar-Babbler, probing a mossy trunk with its 

bill, were cooperative and gave prolonged views, as did Malabar Parakeets, Orange Minivets, Yellow-browed 

Bulbuls, Velvet-fronted Nuthatches and Crimson-backed Sunbirds. Vernal Hanging Parrots and Nilgiri 

Flowerpeckers were heard and seen poorly: both species were common throughout the trip, but it was many 

days later before we were able to get good views! 

A pair of Nilgiri Flycatchers was the first of our key targets from this area, and a similarly pleasing Rusty-

tailed Flycatcher unfortunately showed just fleetingly. Greenish Warblers were common here and we 

managed a single Green Warbler: careful listening to calls over the next few days produced a few more 

Greens but always outnumbered by Greenish. A sudden commotion amongst many small birds suggested 

that a raptor had arrived, but this turned out to be an excellent sighting of a scarce wintering Large Hawk-

Cuckoo. Following this into a more open area we managed good views of Tawny-bellied Babblers, and a pair 

of Red Spurfowl in the undergrowth. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63087586 

We spent the last hour or so of daylight in the lovely botanical garden of Sim’s Park in Coonoor. This 
occasionally turns up some of the special endemics such as Nilgiri Thrush and Black-and-Orange Flycatcher. 

We were unlucky with these although enjoyed close views of the interesting simillimus subspecies of Indian 

Blackbird, dancing displays from Spot-breasted Fantails, but frustrating glimpses of fly-through Nilgiri 

Woodpigeons. We tracked a pigeon-like cooing sound and found it to be from an Emerald Dove. The 

entrance to Sim’s Park is opposite the Pasteur Institute of India, adding some nostalgia for Yogesh whose 

grandfather, an MBBS (Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery) in 1933, spent two weeks there. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63087815 

We then proceeded to our hotel in Ooty, the peaceful Victorian Kluney Manor and its taste of colonial 

Victorian charm. 

Yogesh and Mike headed out the next morning for some pre-breakfast birding to the nearby Cairn Hill 

Forest, a small area of remaining shola forest that can be tough birding, but does harbour most of the 

specialities. Eventually we had good views of a pair of Black-and-Orange Flycatchers, surely one of the most 

strikingly coloured birds in India? Our attempts to find Nilgiri Sholakili were thwarted as a large male Gaur 

appeared in the middle of the path we were intending to walk along, and we thought it prudent to move on! 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63119942 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
https://bubobirding.com/
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Post-breakfast we all headed to Doddabetta (literally 

‘big hill’), the highest peak in the Nilgiris at over 2,600 

m. This is a popular tourist spot but gives the best views 

in the area of the endemic Nilgiri Laughingthrush, or 

more charmingly Nilgiri ‘Chilappan’, based on colloquial 
Malayalam words for ‘one who cackles’. The birds here 
are adapted to feeding around the various tourist stalls 

and aren’t the skulkers that they can be elsewhere! 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63119954 

A short stop at a site where Mike had seen both Painted 

Bush Quails and Nilgiri Pipits in September was 

unsuccessful in that respect, but a small flock of Tickell’s 
Leaf Warblers feeding low down in tea bushes was very 

nice to see. 

One of the scarcer specialities here is Kashmir Flycatcher, a bird with a very small range both on its breeding 

grounds in Kashmir and its wintering areas in the hills of the Nilgiris and Sri Lanka. Thanks to local guide 

Bhoopathy, we were taken to where one was wintering in a garden in his hometown of Kotagiri and heard it 

calling immediately we got there. A female, it was still very distinctive in structure and plumage, and we 

watched it – a first Indian record for Mike - for some time, obtaining both audio and video recordings. An 

immature Bonelli’s Eagle was a nice overhead sighting, but the calling Painted Bush Quail unfortunately 
didn’t want to show itself. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63152608 

We spent the rest of the afternoon in the lovely forest of Longwood Shola, unfortunately having to pay its 

recently introduced extortionate entrance fees. Thankfully we soon found a nice loose flock containing 

several species including Orange Minivets, Bar-winged Flycatcher Shrikes, Grey-headed Canary Flycatchers, 

Square-tailed Bulbuls, Large-billed and Western Crowned Warblers, and Brown-cheeked Fulvettas. Overhead 

flew some hirundines and at one point we had five species in the air together, including the local Hill 

Swallow and rare wintering Common House-Martins. 

What we were really trying for here though was Nilgiri Sholakili. Originally known as White-bellied 

Shortwing, studies have shown that the two subspecies of these shola-loving birds are actually separate 

species. The 40 km wide Palghat ‘Gap’ acts as a geographical barrier to much wildlife, and enabled these 

birds to evolve separately in their independent ‘sky islands’. They are also clearly not shortwings and, having 

spent a few years as ‘blue robins’, eventually they have become a new genus Sholicola, meaning shola 

dweller, with a common name of Sholakili. (‘Kili’ means small bird in Malalyalam, more appropriate than its 
meaning of parrot in Tamil!) The species north of the Palghat Gap is Nilgiri Sholakili, whilst we would be 

targeting its relative the White-bellied Sholakili later in the trip. After some effort Anjali suddenly called out a 

bird that had hopped into view just a few metres away, and we were treated to superb views as it just sat 

there for a few minutes. Of course, this is where we show an amazing photo, or would have done if Mike 

hadn’t left the only camera back in the car!  

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63152611 

Male and Female Indian Blackbirds 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
https://bubobirding.com/
https://asianadventures.net/
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https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63152608
https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63152611
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The Anamalai Hills: Top Slip and Parambikulam 
The following day we left early to pick up Katie who had just arrived in Coimbatore. We couldn’t resist a stop 
on the way though at the fascinating Coonoor railway station of the Nilgiri Mountain Railway, where we 

were able to wander around the steam locomotive shed to check out the wonderful engines that still run on 

this metre gauge line, built by 

the British and opened back in 

1899. The Nilgiri Mountain 

Railway is part of the UNESCO 

World Heritage Site of 

Mountain Railways of India, 

along with the Darjeeling 

Himalayan Railway and the 

Kalka – Shimla Railway, and, 

for train afficionados, is the 

only rack-and-pinion railway in 

India. 

Not wanting to delay too long 

before reaching Top Slip, we 

just made a short exploratory stop en-route at Singanallur Lake in Coimbatore. This wasn’t very productive 
but did produce our only Spot-billed Pelicans of the trip, and a Eurasian Marsh Harrier. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63195176 

We arrived at the Banyan Tree Farm Stay near Top Slip 

in time for a luxurious version of the traditional South 

Indian thali meal, served on a banana leaf. After this we 

drove to Top Slip where we were told at the Forest 

Department reception that birding is not allowed in the 

afternoon! Unfortunately, illogical restrictions are quite 

commonplace in India. We drove further on, across the 

Kerala border, to the Parambikulam Tiger Reserve 

reception to try our luck there – it is all one large 

contiguous forest, administered separately for each 

state – but met with the same result. This time we were 

given a whole host of excuses including all the guides 

being busy in the forest with other groups, and there 

only being one lady naturalist available and she doesn’t 
want to come! Reluctantly we had to spend our time just birding around the Headquarters and along the 

road nearby. This was actually quite good though, once we had got away from the tourists who were 

watching Nilgiri Langurs and calling them Lion-tailed Macaques! We had good views of Blue-faced Malkoha, 

Brown-capped (Indian Pygmy) Woodpeckers, noisy Greater Racket-tailed Drongos, Asian Fairy Bluebird, and 

some lovely Flame-throated Bulbuls. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63195206 

We then moved back to Top Slip to do some birding near the Headquarters there, and this was equally 

productive. Excellent views of the endemic Grey-fronted Green Pigeons and Malabar Barbets were good, as 

Nilgiri Mountain Railway 

South Indian Meal 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
https://bubobirding.com/
https://asianadventures.net/
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was a confiding Asian Brown Flycatcher, but the clear highlight was scope views of a Great Hornbill perched 

in a tall tree before launching itself into flight. 

Here the Nilgiri Langurs were accompanied by ‘Grey’ Langurs, South-eastern Langur being the probable 

species in this area following a major, and complicated, split of Indian Langurs. Interestingly, a mixed pair of 

Nilgiri and South-eastern Langurs were seen playing contentedly with each other in a tree! They have been 

recorded hybridising before. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63195211 

The following morning, we went back to Top Slip, having ensured permissions the day before. We had some 

time to wait at the check post before we are allowed in, so birded that lowland area, adding several good 

species including an impressive 12 Black-headed Cuckooshrikes, Common Woodshrikes, Jerdon’s Bushlark 
and Large Grey Babbler. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63205269 

Top Slip has outstanding areas of rainforest, and we had permissions to trek through one of the prime areas, 

the trail to the Karian Shola watchtower. With the check post not opening until 7am, and a long wait before 

a forest guard arrived to accompany us, it was unfortunately after 8am by the time we started through the 

best area of forest. Birding was very enjoyable, although quite tough and not as productive as we’d hoped. 
We did see a lovely pair of Malabar Trogons, Bronzed Drongos, a rufous adult male Indian Paradise 

Flycatcher and many of the regular forest species we’d seen the afternoon before, but a regularly calling 

White-bellied Woodpecker unfortunately could not be seen. A flyover Osprey was an unexpected sighting 

over the forest clearing at the Karian Shola watchtower. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63205461 

Leaving Top Slip, we drove into Kerala and broke our journey in the drier scrub forest of Chinnar Wildlife 

Sanctuary. After another traditional South Indian lunch, unimaginatively known as ‘meals’ here, we trekked 
through the park for the afternoon. This was excellent, with the different habitat producing several species 

we did not encounter anywhere else on the trip, and plenty of bird activity throughout. Grey-bellied Cuckoo 

was heard calling immediately we arrived, and we had 

good views of this difficult to find species. A displaying 

pair of Black-winged Kites, rising and falling together in 

flight, was a lovely sight, and more breeding activity 

was in evidence with a pair of mating Crested 

Treeswifts. Bay-backed Shrike was another typical bird 

of dry scrub habitat that we knew we wouldn’t find 
elsewhere on the trip, and Jungle Prinia was also good 

as they tend to be silent and quite secretive outside of 

their monsoon breeding season. Here we also saw 

White-bellied Drongos, and the first of several Brown-

breasted Flycatchers for the trip. 

We returned for a welcome ‘masala chai’ and held on to 
our biscuits carefully to guard them from the 

entertaining – although a little too bold for comfort – Bonnet Macaques!  

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63205992 

Mating Crested Treeswifts 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
https://bubobirding.com/
https://asianadventures.net/
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https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63205992


 Western Ghats Endemic Birds 

 View itinerary and enquire about this tour 

bubobirding.com | asianadventures.net 7 

We enjoyed the birding here so much it was late by the time we left, and our driver safely negotiated the 

winding roads up to Munnar, bringing us to the appropriately named Misty Mountain Resort well after dark.  

Munnar area: Eravikulam National Park and Pampadum Shola 
Munnar is the centre of Kerala tea country and a 

popular tourist destination, and we were visiting at the 

weekend on the Pongal holiday, an important Hindu 

harvest festival in south India. This meant that it was 

busier than normal, and, together with local guide Raja, 

we made sure to get to the main site, Eravikulam 

National Park, as early as possible. It was still quite 

crowded, but this didn’t matter to our target species! 

Palani Laughingthrush was immediately found in bushes 

along the main path, and we had incredible close views 

of the distinctive Nilgiri Pipit walking as close as 1 m to 

the path at times, and we showed it off to many 

amused tourists! 

White-bellied Sholakili took a bit more effort: there are 

just a couple of small shola patches accessible from the 

path and patient waiting at one eventually brought us 

super views again, along with a pair of Nilgiri 

Flycatchers. Both the sholakili and the laughingthrush 

(or chilappan) here are the species counterparts of the 

Nilgiri equivalents that occur north of the Palghat Gap, 

and it was great to have had excellent views of all four 

on this trip. The laughingthrushes are also now in a new 

genus, Montecincla, ‘mountain songbird’. Incidentally, 
further south in India the discrete hill range of the 

Agasthyamalai or Ashambu Hills is home to another 

slightly different sholakili, likely to be split in the future, 

as well as the already split Ashambu Laughingthrush. 

We spent some time waiting at a small stream area where we saw several Indian Blackbirds, Malabar 

Whistling Thrush and Indian Blue Robin, but not the hoped-for Nilgiri Thrush, one of the more difficult to see 

endemics, and which we were unfortunately to miss completely on this trip.  

Eravikulam is famous as being one of the best places to see the Nilgiri Tahr. We spent a lot of time scanning 

the far cliffs for this endangered mountain goat, before finally seeing one totally surrounded by tourists 

when we returned to the starting point! The sanctuary here was originally founded to protect the tahr, 

which was nearly wiped out due to hunting. Whilst tahr in the core area, off-limits to tourists, are fully wild 

and shy, those in the tourism zone have become completely habituated to people. 

We also enjoyed prolonged views of a Short-toed Snake Eagle flying low over the grassland and stopping to 

hover on multiple occasions, and another raptor was a rufous-plumaged ‘Steppe’ Buzzard: the form of 
Common Buzzard that winters in the Western Ghats. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63234818 

Nilgiri Pipit 

White-bellied Sholakili 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
https://bubobirding.com/
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Post lunch we birded the forest near Munnar town, from the Pallivasal road near Pothamedu. Here there 

was a nice selection of southern Indian forest birds, including Brown-breasted Flycatcher and Crested 

Goshawk. Some Southern Hill Mynas perched nearby, enabling us to see how the separate yellow wattles 

differ from Common Hill Myna of the north. Nice views were had of a perched Mountain Imperial Pigeon, 

clearly showing its banded tail pattern. This species has a fairly small distribution in the Western Ghats, far 

separated from the rest of its range in extreme northeast India, and is a likely future endemic split. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63234722 

The following morning, we decided to try the Pampadum Shola National Park, a less-visited area of shola 

forest about 1.5 hours’ drive from Munnar. This proved an excellent decision, not least because it was 

pristine habitat with few other people, and we enjoyed a long walk through it, although the steep descent 

was precarious. Black-and-Orange Flycatchers and Palani Laughingthrushes were seen regularly, there were 

more sightings of Malabar Trogon, Malabar Woodshrike, Bar-winged Flycatcher Shrikes, Brown-cheeked 

Fulvettas and another White-bellied Sholakili, and we caught up with a perched pair of Nilgiri Woodpigeons, 

after just getting brief flight views earlier in the trip. The forest was very good for wintering warblers, with 

large numbers and good views of Large-billed Leaf, Western Crowned and Greenish, whilst a single Tytler’s 
Leaf Warbler feeding at eye level was particularly pleasing as this is a very range-restricted species, not easy 

to find. An adult Bonelli’s Eagle and Streak-throated Woodpecker were also seen here, and amongst the Hill 

Swallows was a confusing bird that showed a pale throat and forehead; in its dashing flight past us on 

multiple occasions we were unable to tell whether this was just a juvenile or something else. 

Pampadum Shola is one of the best sites for the endangered endemic Nilgiri Marten and whilst we didn’t 
expect to come across this elusive mustelid, we did find some freshly laid scat, prominently marking its 

territory on a fallen log. The Giant Squirrels seen here, as well as many other places on the trip, were a 

delight to watch, and we also saw the small and gentle-looking Dusky Striped Squirrel. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63267940 

Navigating the tourist traffic coming back in to Munnar was a pain and didn’t leave us much more time for 
birding. Katie and Mike just checked the area around our hotel, and pleasingly had excellent views of a Thick-

billed Warbler churring constantly in the tea garden. A surprise was a Barking Deer contentedly feeding in a 

gully in the tea, oblivious to the nearby traffic. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63267982 

We had time for pre-breakfast birding the next day, so visited Bison Valley road, a slightly different area of 

the road to Pallivasal. This again produced nice views of many Western Ghats forest species, including a 

Malabar Whistling Thrush which landed just 5 m from us, and then remarkably flew closer to the limit of our 

bins’ close focussing distance! We also enjoyed the sight, and especially sound, of many Indian Swiftlets at a 
cave roost. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63306670 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63306778 

Following a quick and successful twitch for yesterday’s Thick-billed Warbler near the hotel for Yogesh, who 

wasn’t with us yesterday evening, we tucked into a good breakfast and then set off for the drive to Periyar, 

with a fascinating stop just beforehand to see the medicinal plants and spices growing at an Ayurvedic and 

spice garden: interesting to meet our kitchen spices face-to-face, so to speak! 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
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Periyar Tiger Reserve 
The first job at Periyar was to arrange our treks for the next day, which was accomplished efficiently at the 

park headquarters thanks to our guides Bindusaran and Johnson. We then walked the Pugmark Trail just 

inside the park for an enjoyable late afternoon birding session. Periyar is a good location for the endemic 

White-bellied Treepie and we all caught up with this, as well as the extensively red-headed chlorigaster 

Lesser Yellownape with its relatively small amount of yellow on the nape: quite different to birds from north 

India and a potential endemic split in the future. An Indian Cuckoo which posed long enough for some scope 

views was very nice to see, as it can be very difficult to find at this time of year when not calling. In contrast a 

Banded Bay Cuckoo did call several times, but couldn’t be seen. Calling also was a Great Hornbill and we 
eventually found a gap in the trees where we could see one perched up high in a distant tree, with 

presumably its mate calling out of sight nearby. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63306861 

 

Periyar Lake 

We had booked for a full morning’s trekking and this started with a Forest Department bus to the boat jetty, 
then a short bamboo raft ride across a spur of the lake to the start of a forest trail. With elephants and tigers 

present, trekking is restricted, and you have to have a forest guard present at all times. Thankfully the Kerala 

Forest Department is as wildlife and wildlifers friendly as they come in India (in fact it is officially the Kerala 

Forest and Wildlife Department) and it is possible to do several regulated activities, including long private 

treks such as ours. Even without the birds, this would have been one of the highlights of the trip. The 

scenery is beautiful, and we saw almost no people, and enjoyed it so much that we barely arrived back in 

time for the afternoon trek that we had also pre-arranged! 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
https://bubobirding.com/
https://asianadventures.net/
https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63306861
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A male White-bellied Blue Flycatcher was one of the first good birds, and both Asian Brown and Brown-

breasted were also seen, with a Forest Wagtail typically furtively moving through the leaf litter, wagging its 

tail from side to side rather than up and down as other wagtails. Shortly afterwards our guide somehow 

managed to find a roosting Sri Lanka Frogmouth in the extensive forest. We stopped for several minutes to 

watch and listen to a beautiful singing Orange-headed Thrush, of the white-throated South Indian 

subspecies, not at all bothered by our standing just 10 m away. As the morning wore on, and it became a 

little hot, small bird activity declined but we had a great period of activity of larger birds. This included Jungle 

Owlets, Malabar Grey Hornbills and an educational comparison of a pair of Greater Flamebacks with a male 

Common Flameback, all perched on the trunk of the 

same tree. We were in quite deep forest most of the 

time so the opportunities for raptor spotting were 

limited, but a relatively small gap in the canopy and one 

point produced another great comparison with a 

Rufous-bellied Eagle and a Legge’s Hawk Eagle soaring 
together. Sighting of the morning for some of us was 

unfortunately very brief but unmistakeable: a rare 

wintering Chestnut-winged Cuckoo. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63353433 

After a hurried lunch, and a soaring Black Eagle over the 

car park, we headed out again, this time to an area of 

more varied secondary habitat on the edge of the sanctuary. The streamside bamboo here is one of the best 

places in India to connect with the extremely tough 

Wynaad Laughingthrush, and between the four of us 

one managed to get an acceptable view and another 

the rear end only! Rather more obliging was a roosting 

pair of Oriental Scops Owls (that our guide identified as 

Indian Scops-Owl). These were presumably of the 

peninsula rufipennis subspecies but their apparent 

small size, and especially dark grey-brown overall 

colouration, actually seemed more similar to the Sri 

Lankan subspecies leggei. 

A noisy and adorable Heart-spotted Woodpecker gave 

us great views: it’s very thin neck and tall crest, and 
short tail, gives it a shape quite unlike anything else, 

and it is always a delight to see. Another overhead 

eagle proved to be a Greater Spotted, and further looking vertically up showed some extremely high swifts: 

mostly White-rumped Needletails (or Spinetails) but with one briefly seen Brown-backed Needletail. All 

unfortunately were so high and briefly in view that we were left quite unsatisfied! As we returned near the 

end of the walk, we decided to investigate a slightly marshy field, and found many Pin-tailed Snipes. Strictly 

speaking they were Swinhoe’s or Pin-tailed, as these two are not reliably distinguishable in the field – we did 

try to get views of the spread tail as they flew at close range, but as usual couldn’t make anything out!  

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63353827 

We returned to a similar area as the previous afternoon for our final Periyar birding. We noted an impressive 

flock of 51 Malabar Starlings in one tree where we had seen some gathering the evening before, and they 

Singing Orange-headed Thrush 

Birding at Periyar 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
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had presumably roosted there. A very orangey-brown 

Indian Scops-Owl roosting, either a particular colour 

morph or the not always recognised subspecies 

malabaricus, was nice to see, and confused our guide as 

he made the opposite identification error as the day 

before, identifying this one as Oriental Scops! We saw 

what was probably yesterday’s Greater Spotted Eagle 
again, another Heart-spotted Woodpecker, more 

White-bellied Treepies and a Rusty-tailed Flycatcher. 

Finally, just before we left, we had stunning views of a 

perched adult Legge’s Hawk Eagle. 

Throughout the trip birds kept us too busy to pay too 

much attention to less obvious wildlife. Amongst the 

great diversity of butterflies, we couldn’t ignore, however, the beautiful Western Ghats speciality Malabar 

Banded Peacock which we saw here – and ‘scoped’ for several minutes! – and Southern Birdwing, the latter 

the largest butterfly in India, which were seen here and at Top Slip. An excellent mammal sighting on this 

morning’s walk was the flying squirrel, presumably Indian Giant Flying Squirrel, seen staring out of a tree 

trunk hole. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63378656 

Thattekad Bird Sanctuary 
We had left the famous Thattekad Bird Sanctuary, an 

area of very diverse lowland forest not far from Kochi 

itself, to last. This had a number of advantages, not 

least that the group was now familiar with many of the 

regular Western Ghats birds and could target some 

missing species without finding the large diversity here 

overwhelming, which can certainly be the case if this is 

the first place you visit in India! 

We met Danish, our excellent and tireless guide, on 

arrival, and immediately headed out for birding within 

walking distance of our picturesque resort, the Soma 

Birds Lagoon. Here we had lovely views of two more 

roosting owl pairs, first Brown Hawk Owls and then 

Brown Wood Owls. An electric Blue-throated Flycatcher 

was well seen here, as we patiently waited by a tiny 

stream and watched as Orange-headed and Malabar 

Whistling Thrushes came in to drink. True to its 

nickname, we heard five Indian Pittas, the ‘6 o-clock 

bird’, as dusk arrived. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63387353 

Thattekad is well-known for owls and nightjars, partly 

because of an efficient network of guides here who 

Legge's Hawk Eagle 

Brown Hawk Owl Pair 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
https://bubobirding.com/
https://asianadventures.net/
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know well the roosting and resting spots. Within minutes of arriving at one suitable area we had a surprise 

sighting of a stunning Spot-bellied Eagle Owl, and continued on to easily find both Jungle and Jerdon’s 
Nightjars perched prominently. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63387441 

Urulanthanni is one area of Thattekad well-known for 

its general forest birding, and we headed there and up 

on to a massive granite rock for a commanding view of 

the area. Just standing here gave us an impressive list of 

Western Ghats specialities, including Grey-fronted 

Green Pigeon, Banded Bay Cuckoo, Crested Goshawk, 

Malabar Grey Hornbill, Oriental Dollarbird, Malabar 

Barbet, Greater Flameback, Lesser Yellownape, the 

mighty White-bellied Woodpecker (having only heard it 

earlier on the trip), Malabar Parakeet, Malabar 

Woodshrike, Flame-throated Bulbul, Southern Hill 

Myna, Malabar Starling and Asian Fairy Bluebird. A 

short walk nearby produced a cute roosting Slender 

Loris, which woke briefly from its slumber to wash itself, 

as well as our only Little Spiderhunters. Eventually 

returning next to the car we found that we had parked 

right next to a roosting pair of Sri Lanka Frogmouths! 

From the same spot we also found a Malabar Trogon 

visiting a probable nest site.  

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63418389 

Moving on to a river area nearby we added a roosting 

Indian Scops-Owl, a pair of Dark-fronted Babblers and 

Ashy Woodswallows and White-rumped Needletails overhead, before shoes and socks off and a wade 

downstream was worth it for lovely views of a Blue-eared Kingfisher. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63418447 

In the afternoon we pushed our luck and tried more walking along streams in pursuit of the other forest 

kingfisher, Oriental Dwarf, and the rare Malayan Night Heron, but without luck on either front. We did 

discover a freshly dead Oriental Honey Buzzard, and a 

lovely close Crested Goshawk nearby which flew only a 

very short distance when we accidentally disturbed it. 

We realised the most surprising reasons for this later 

when the Goshawk flew down to the Honey Buzzard 

and attempted to drag the, much larger and heavier 

bird, to the side. It then proceeded to start eating it, 

from the head and neck area. Whilst Crested Goshawk 

is mainly a bird eater it has not been recorded 

scavenging on carrion before as far as we are aware, 

and we assume it was opportunistically taking 

advantage of the carcass it had found. 

Indian Jungle Nightjar 

Sri Lanka Frogmouth Pair 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
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We remained until dark in an attempt to find one of the main targets of the entire trip, Sri Lanka Bay Owl. 

Danish heard it call and we went off in search of it, but unfortunately were prevented from doing much by 

the Forest Department because of the presence of elephants in the area. Reluctantly we gave up: elephants 

at night are not to be messed with! 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63418562 

We started our last full day in the area near Soma Birds Lagoon again, and one of the first birds was one we 

had been very keen to see, a magnificent Black Baza perched in fantastic light, calmly sitting in a large ficus 

tree. The detail and contrasting colours of the bird in real-life are so much more impressive than the plate of 

a field guide. 

Up to now we had only heard Indian Pitta and our efforts to see one today were rewarded as we had good 

views of one on the ground and in the understorey. We also had our best views of White-bellied Treepies, 

and an impressive eight or more Indian Blackbirds that were coming to a small pool to drink. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63468701 

As we were returning for breakfast Danish got a call from one of his fellow guides who was in Urulanthanni, 

where we had been the day before, to say that he was 

watching a Sri Lanka Bay Owl! Suddenly breakfast 

became irrelevant and we headed off there. Danish was 

very confident that it would be there all day, so we 

casually stopped to see a roosting Brown Fish Owl for a 

few minutes first! 

Shortly afterwards and we were all watching a superb 

Sri Lanka Bay Owl, roosting above our heads, a definite 

highlight of the entire tour. It was a little obscured with 

either a feather or a leaf in front of its face from 

whichever angle we could view it from, so the group of 

photographers who were just leaving were quite 

disappointed, but we were absolutely elated! 

Later in the day we revisited the same area: the Crested Goshawk was still guarding its Oriental Honey dead 

Buzzard, and Danish was right – the Bay Owl had moved just a few centimetres, and the Brown Fish Owl was 

still in the same spot, together with a second bird that we presumably missed in the morning! Here we had 

nice views of White-bellied Blue Flycatcher. A flyover ‘Shaheen’, the resident subspecies of Peregrine, was a 
new species for the trip, as was the Green Imperial Pigeon perched in a distant tree that Mike somehow 

noticed from the moving car on the drive back! 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63468774 

For our last morning we decided to target Black-throated Munia, an endemic species that is quite 

widespread, but that we’d managed to miss so far. We had no luck, although did find Chestnut-shouldered 

Petronia. 

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63472191 

Up to now all our birding had been outside the main sanctuary so we decided to visit it for our last birding 

session. For some reason the main trail has been closed, but is accessible with a guide for an additional ₹500 

Brown Fish Owl 

Waiting for Kingfishers 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
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per person. Instead we visited the Salim Ali trail near the Periyar river, and enjoyed a very pleasant late 

morning here. We got chatting to a Keralan Fisheries Officer who was visiting and asked if we would mind if 

he tagged along; it turned out to be a pleasure to have his company as he clearly enjoyed the birds we 

pointed out and had unlimited amounts of patience to silently watch along with us. Whether he was most 

fascinated with the birds, or the antics of our strange group of birders, we really don’t know, however! As 

we considered whether it was time to head back, we decided first to try a somewhat eerie-looking side trail, 

enclosed by a tunnel of screw-pine, and managed to follow a small group of Red Spurfowls along the path: a 

final lifer for Katie and a fitting end to the trip.  

https://ebird.org/india/checklist/S63472206 

We then drove to Kochi and the airport, and said goodbye before our flights all in different directions. 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
https://bubobirding.com/
https://asianadventures.net/
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Systematic List 

Number in parentheses indicates the number of different days on which the species was recorded. 

★ Endemic ☆ Near Endemic 

Birds 

Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl Anatidae 

1. Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica (2) 

Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies Phasianidae 

2. Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus ☆ (2) 

3. Red Spurfowl Galloperdix spadicea ★ (2) 

4. Painted Bush Quail Perdicula erythrorhyncha ★ (1) 

5. Grey Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus ☆ (1) 

6. Grey Junglefowl Gallus sonneratii ★ (10) 

Pigeons and Doves Columbidae 

7. Rock Dove Columba livia (2) 

8. Nilgiri Wood Pigeon Columba elphinstonii ★ (3) 

9. Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis (8) 

10. Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica (4) 

11. Grey-fronted Green Pigeon Treron affinis ★ (5) 

12. Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea (1) 

13. Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula badia (4) 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 

14. Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis (7) 

15. Blue-faced Malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris ☆ (2) 

16. Chestnut-winged Cuckoo Clamator coromandus (1) 

17. Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus (2) 

18. Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii (5) 

19. Grey-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus ☆ (1) 

20. Fork-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo Surniculus dicruroides (1) 

21. Large Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx sparverioides (1) 

22. Common Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx varius ☆ (8) 

23. Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus (1) 

Frogmouths Podargidae 

24. Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger ☆ (2) 

Nightjars and Allies Caprimulgidae 

25. Jungle Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus ☆ (1) 

26. Jerdon's Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis ☆ (1) 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
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Swifts Apodidae 

27. White-rumped Spinetail Zoonavena sylvatica ☆ (3) 

28. Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus giganteus (1) 

29. Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor ☆ (4) 

30. Little Swift Apus affinis (1) 

31. Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis (3) 

Treeswifts Hemiprocnidae 

32. Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata (1) 

Rails, Gallinules, and Coots Rallidae 

33. White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus (3) 

Plovers and Lapwings Charadriidae 

34. Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus (2) 

Sandpipers and Allies Scolopacidae 

35. Pin-tailed Snipe Gallinago stenura (2) 

Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers Laridae 

36. Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica (1) 

37. Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida (3) 

38. River Tern Sterna aurantia (2) 

Storks Ciconiidae 

39. Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans (2) 

Anhingas Anhingidae 

40. Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster (1) 

Cormorants and Shags Phalacrocoracidae 

41. Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger (4) 

42. Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo (3) 

43. Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis (2) 

Pelicans Pelecanidae 

44. Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis (1) 

Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns Ardeidae 

45. Grey Heron Ardea cinerea (2) 

46. Purple Heron Ardea purpurea (2) 

47. Great Egret Ardea alba (1) 

48. Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia (4) 

49. Little Egret Egretta garzetta (5) 

50. Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus (4) 

51. Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii (6) 

52. Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax (2) 

Osprey Pandionidae 

53. Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus (1) 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
https://bubobirding.com/
https://asianadventures.net/


 Western Ghats Endemic Birds 

 View itinerary and enquire about this tour 

bubobirding.com | asianadventures.net 17 

Hawks, Eagles, and Kites Accipitridae 

54. Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus (1) 

55. Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus (6) 

56. Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes (1) 

57. Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela (6) 

58. Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus (1) 

59. Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus (3) 

60. Legge's Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus kelaarti ☆ (2) 

61. Rufous-bellied Eagle Lophotriorchis kienerii (1) 

62. Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis (4) 

63. Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga (2) 

64. Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata (2) 

65. Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus (1) 

66. Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus (4) 

67. Shikra Accipiter badius (3) 

68. Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus (4) 

69. Common Buzzard Buteo buteo (1) 

Barn-Owls Tytonidae 

70. Sri Lanka Bay Owl Phodilus assimilis ☆ (1) 

Owls Strigidae 

71. Indian Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena ☆ (3) 

72. Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia (2) 

73. Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl Bubo nipalensis (1) 

74. Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonensis (1) 

75. Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum ☆ (4) 

76. Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica (1) 

77. Brown Hawk-Owl Ninox scutulata (2) 

Trogons Trogonidae 

78. Malabar Trogon Harpactes fasciatus ☆ (4) 

Hoopoes Upupidae 

79. Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops (1) 

Hornbills Bucerotidae 

80. Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis (3) 

81. Malabar Grey Hornbill Ocyceros griseus ★ (6) 

Kingfishers Alcedinidae 

82. Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis (1) 

83. Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting (1) 

84. Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis (1) 

85. White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis (9) 

86. Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis (1) 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
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Bee-eaters Meropidae 

87. Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis (3) 

88. Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus (2) 

89. Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti (5) 

Rollers Coraciidae 

90. Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis (2) 

91. Oriental Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis (2) 

Asian Barbets Megalaimidae 

92. Malabar Barbet Psilopogon malabaricus ★ (8) 

93. Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus (4) 

94. White-cheeked Barbet Psilopogon viridis ★ (12) 

Woodpeckers Picidae 

95. Heart-spotted Woodpecker Hemicircus canente (4) 

96. Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Yungipicus nanus ☆ (1) 

97. Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus (8) 

98. Common Flameback Dinopium javanense (1) 

99. Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense ☆ (5) 

100. Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus (2) 

101. Streak-throated Woodpecker Picus xanthopygaeus (1) 

102. White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis (2) 

Falcons and Caracaras Falconidae 

103. Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus (3) 

104. Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus (1) 

Old World Parrots Psittaculidae 

105. Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri (3) 

106. Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala ☆ (7) 

107. Blue-winged Parakeet Psittacula columboides ★ (10) 

108. Vernal Hanging Parrot Loriculus vernalis (10) 

Pittas Pittidae 

109. Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura ☆ (3) 

Cuckooshrikes Campephagidae 

110. Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus (4) 

111. Orange Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus ☆ (11) 

112. Black-headed Cuckooshrike Lalage melanoptera ☆ (4) 

Old World Orioles Oriolidae 

113. Indian Golden Oriole Oriolus kundoo (4) 

114. Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus (6) 

Woodswallows, Bellmagpies, and Allies Artamidae 

115. Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus (3) 

https://bubobirding.com/tour/western-ghats-endemic-birds/
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Vangas, Helmetshrikes, and Allies Vangidae 

116. Malabar Woodshrike Tephrodornis sylvicola ★ (3) 

117. Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus (1) 

118. Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus (3) 

Ioras Aegithinidae 

119. Common Iora Aegithina tiphia (3) 

Fantails Rhipiduridae 

120. White-spotted Fantail Rhipidura albogularis ★ (1) 

Drongos Dicruridae 

121. Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus (1) 

122. Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus (10) 

123. White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus caerulescens ☆ (1) 

124. Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus (5) 

125. Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus (9) 

Monarch Flycatchers Monarchidae 

126. Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea (2) 

127. Indian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi (4) 

Shrikes Laniidae 

128. Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus (5) 

129. Bay-backed Shrike Lanius vittatus (1) 

130. Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach (3) 

Crows, Jays, and Magpies Corvidae 

131. Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda (6) 

132. White-bellied Treepie Dendrocitta leucogastra ★ (5) 

133. House Crow Corvus splendens (4) 

134. Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos (12) 

Fairy Flycatchers Stenostiridae 

135. Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis (3) 

Tits, Chickadees, and Titmice Paridae 

136. Cinereous Tit Parus cinereus (8) 

Larks Alaudidae 

137. Jerdon's Bush Lark Mirafra affinis ☆ (1) 

Cisticolas and Allies Cisticolidae 

138. Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius (4) 

139. Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii (2) 

140. Jungle Prinia Prinia sylvatica ☆ (1) 

141. Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis ☆ (2) 

142. Plain Prinia Prinia inornata (1) 
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Reed Warblers and Allies Acrocephalidae 

143. Thick-billed Warbler Arundinax aedon (2) 

144. Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum (7) 

Swallows Hirundinidae 

145. Dusky Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne concolor (4) 

146. Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica (3) 

147. Hill Swallow Hirundo domicola ☆ (4) 

148. Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica (4) 

149. Common House Martin Delichon urbicum (1) 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 

150. Flame-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus gularis ★ (4) 

151. Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer (8) 

152. Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus (10) 

153. White-browed Bulbul Pycnonotus luteolus ☆ (1) 

154. Yellow-browed Bulbul Acritillas indica ☆ (12) 

155. Square-tailed Bulbul Hypsipetes ganeesa ☆ (4) 

Leaf Warblers Phylloscopidae 

156. Tytler's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus tytleri ☆ (1) 

157. Tickell's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus affinis (2) 

158. Green Warbler Phylloscopus nitidus (7) 

159. Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides (10) 

160. Large-billed Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris (6) 

161. Western Crowned Warbler Phylloscopus occipitalis ☆ (3) 

White-eyes, Yuhinas, and Allies Zosteropidae 

162. Indian White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus ☆ (6) 

Tree-Babblers, Scimitar-Babblers, and Allies Timaliidae 

163. Tawny-bellied Babbler Dumetia hyperythra ☆ (2) 

164. Dark-fronted Babbler Rhopocichla atriceps ☆ (1) 

165. Indian Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus horsfieldii ★ (8) 

Ground Babblers and Allies Pellorneidae 

166. Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneum ruficeps (1) 

Laughingthrushes and Allies Leiothrichidae 

167. Brown-cheeked Fulvetta Alcippe poioicephala (4) 

168. Large Grey Babbler Argya malcolmi ☆ (1) 

169. Rufous Babbler Argya subrufa ★ (1) 

170. Jungle Babbler Argya striata ☆ (7) 

171. Yellow-billed Babbler Argya affinis ☆ (3) 

172. Wynaad Laughingthrush Pterorhinus delesserti ★ (1) 

173. Nilgiri Laughingthrush Montecincla cachinnans ★ (1) 
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174. Palani Laughingthrush Montecincla fairbanki ★ (3) 

Nuthatches Sittidae 

175. Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis (10) 

Starlings Sturnidae 

176. Southern Hill Myna Gracula indica ☆ (8) 

177. Malabar Starling Sturnia blythii ★ (5) 

178. Common Myna Acridotheres tristis (3) 

179. Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus (3) 

Thrushes and Allies Turdidae 

180. Orange-headed Thrush Geokichla citrina (4) 

181. Indian Blackbird Turdus simillimus ☆ (6) 

Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae 

182. Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica (4) 

183. Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui (6) 

184. Indian Robin Copsychus fulicatus ☆ (1) 

185. Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis (5) 

186. Nilgiri Blue Robin Sholicola major ★ (1) 

187. White-bellied Blue Robin Sholicola albiventris ★ (2) 

188. White-bellied Blue Flycatcher Cyornis pallidipes ★ (3) 

189. Blue-throated Blue Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides (2) 

190. Tickell's Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae (4) 

191. Nilgiri Flycatcher Eumyias albicaudatus ★ (5) 

192. Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus (2) 

193. Indian Blue Robin Larvivora brunnea (2) 

194. Malabar Whistling Thrush Myophonus horsfieldii ★ (7) 

195. Black-and-orange Flycatcher Ficedula nigrorufa ★ (3) 

196. Rusty-tailed Flycatcher Ficedula ruficauda ☆ (2) 

197. Kashmir Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra ☆ (1) 

198. Blue-capped Rock Thrush Monticola cinclorhyncha ☆ (2) 

199. Pied Bush Chat Saxicola caprata (5) 

Flowerpeckers Dicaeidae 

200. Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum agile (3) 

201. Pale-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum erythrorhynchos ★ (1) 

202. Nilgiri Flowerpecker Dicaeum concolor ★ (11) 

Sunbirds and Spiderhunters Nectariniidae 

203. Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica (4) 

204. Crimson-backed Sunbird Leptocoma minima ★ (7) 

205. Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus (4) 

206. Loten's Sunbird Cinnyris lotenius ☆ (2) 

207. Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra (1) 
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Fairy-bluebirds Irenidae 

208. Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella (7) 

Leafbirds Chloropseidae 

209. Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons (6) 

Waxbills and Allies Estrildidae 

210. Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata (1) 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 

211. House Sparrow Passer domesticus (3) 

212. Yellow-throated Sparrow Gymnoris xanthocollis (1) 

Wagtails and Pipits Motacillidae 

213. Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus (1) 

214. Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea (11) 

215. White-browed Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis ☆ (5) 

216. Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus (4) 

217. Nilgiri Pipit Anthus nilghiriensis ★ (1) 

Finches, Euphonias, and Allies Fringillidae 

218. Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus (4) 

Mammals 

1. Slender Loris Loris lydekkerianus 

One at day roost at Urulanthanni, Thattekad. 

2. Bonnet Macaque Macaca radiata 

3. Nilgiri Langur Trachypithecus johnii 

4. South-eastern Langur Semnopithecus priam 

5. Indian Muntjac Muntiacus muntjak 

6. Sambar Rusa unicolor 

7. Spotted Deer Axis axis 

8. Gaur Bos gaurus 

9. Nilgiri Tahr Nilgiritragus hylocrius 

One at Eravikulam National Park. 

10. Indian Wild Pig Sus scrofa 

Top Slip. 

11. Nilgiri Marten Martes gwatkinsii 

Scat found at Pampadum Shola National Park was believed to be from a Nilgiri Marten, or possibly a 

civet (such as Brown Palm Civet). 

12. Indian Giant Squirrel Ratufa indica 

13. Indian Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista philippensis 

One at Periyar Tiger Reserve. 

14. Three-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus palmarum 

15. Dusky Striped Squirrel Funambulus sublineatus 
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16. Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus 

Small roost in Kumily, near Periyar National Park. 

Other 

Butterflies 

1. Southern Birdwing Troides minos 

2. Malabar Banded Peacock Papilio buddha 

One at Periyar Tiger Reserve. 

Snakes 

1. Dussumier's Water Snake Dieurostus dussumieri 

One crossed the road near Thattekad at night and was thought to be this species, also known as Kerala 

Mud Snake, endemic to Kerala. 
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eBird Checklists 
Date Location State Checklist 

6 Jan 2020 14:31 Burliyar - Coonoor Rd Tamil Nadu S63535165 

6 Jan 2020 15:10 Burliyar - Coonoor Rd Tamil Nadu S63535171 

6 Jan 2020 16:55 Sim's Park, Conoor Tamil Nadu S63535172 

7 Jan 2020 06:45 Cairn Hill, Ooty Tamil Nadu S63535173 

7 Jan 2020 09:14 Doddabetta Peak Tamil Nadu S63535174 

7 Jan 2020 10:24 Ooty - Kattabettu Road Tamil Nadu S63535182 

7 Jan 2020 11:47 Nook and Cranny Homestay Tamil Nadu S63535188 

7 Jan 2020 14:55 Longwood Shola Tamil Nadu S63535190 

8 Jan 2020 10:12 Singanallur Lake, Coimbatore Tamil Nadu S63535192 

8 Jan 2020 13:15 Banyan Tree Farm Stay Tamil Nadu S63535194 

8 Jan 2020 15:32 Parambikulam Tiger Reserve--Reception Tamil Nadu S63535198 

8 Jan 2020 16:57 Anamalai Tiger Reserve--Topslip Tamil Nadu S63535201 

8 Jan 2020 19:45 Banyan Tree Farm Stay Tamil Nadu S63535204 

9 Jan 2020 06:34 Parambikulam Check Post Tamil Nadu S63535205 

9 Jan 2020 07:58 Karian Shola Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary and National 

Park 

Kerala 

S63535208 

9 Jan 2020 11:41 Anamalai Tiger Reserve--Topslip Tamil Nadu S63535211 

9 Jan 2020 14:18 Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary Kerala S63535215 

10 Jan 2020 07:35 Misty Mountain Resort Kerala S63535216 

10 Jan 2020 08:19 Eravikulam NP Kerala S63535218 

10 Jan 2020 14:45 Misty Mountain Resort Kerala S63535220 

10 Jan 2020 15:28 Munnar -- Pallivasal Road Kerala S63535223 

11 Jan 2020 07:48 Pampadum Shola NP--Top Station Kerala S63535228 

11 Jan 2020 08:57 Pampadum Shola National Park Kerala S63535231 

11 Jan 2020 17:25 Misty Mountain Resort Kerala S63535233 

12 Jan 2020 06:26 Munnar -- Bison Valley Road Kerala S63535236 

12 Jan 2020 06:58 Munnar -- Bison Valley Road Kerala S63535238 

12 Jan 2020 08:21 Munnar--Headworks Dam Kerala S63535240 

12 Jan 2020 09:46 Misty Mountain Resort Kerala S63535242 

12 Jan 2020 16:05 Periyar Tiger Reserve--Pugmark Trail Kerala S63535246 

13 Jan 2020 07:05 Periyar Tiger Reserve--Anjuruli Kerala S63535247 

13 Jan 2020 13:27 Thekkady--Bamboo Grooves, Kumily Thekkady Road Kerala S63535249 

13 Jan 2020 14:36 Periyar Tiger Reserve--Green Walk Tamil Nadu S63535254 

14 Jan 2020 06:43 Periyar Tiger Reserve--Green Walk Tamil Nadu S63535258 

14 Jan 2020 17:10 Thattekad--Sparrow Vale Kerala S63535260 

14 Jan 2020 19:00 EBL plateau Kerala S63535261 

15 Jan 2020 06:59 Idamalayar River Kerala S63535263 

15 Jan 2020 07:20 Thattekad Bird Sanctuary--Urulanthanni Kerala S63535266 

15 Jan 2020 11:12 Thattekad Bird Sanctuary--Urulanthanni Kerala S63535268 

15 Jan 2020 13:46 Thattekad--Soma Birds Lagoon Kerala S63535270 

15 Jan 2020 16:13 Thattekad Bird Sanctuary--Urulanthanni Kerala S63535271 
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Date Location State Checklist 

16 Jan 2020 05:30 Thattekad--Soma Birds Lagoon Kerala S63535272 

16 Jan 2020 06:59 Thattekad--Sparrow Vale Kerala S63535277 

16 Jan 2020 09:47 Thattekad Bird Sanctuary--Urulanthanni Kerala S63535279 

16 Jan 2020 10:12 Thattekad Bird Sanctuary--Urulanthanni Kerala S63535280 

16 Jan 2020 10:38 Thattekadu Bridge Kerala S63535284 

16 Jan 2020 12:13 Thattekadu - Periyar River Kerala S63535285 

16 Jan 2020 14:46 Thattekad-Kuttampuzha road Kerala S63535286 

16 Jan 2020 15:14 Thattekad Bird Sanctuary--Urulanthanni Kerala S63535288 

16 Jan 2020 17:30 Thattekad Bird Sanctuary--Urulanthanni Kerala S63535289 

16 Jan 2020 18:13 Urulanthanni to Kuttampuzha Kerala S63535291 

16 Jan 2020 18:34 Outside Thattekad sanctuary gate Kerala S63535293 

17 Jan 2020 07:12 Thattekad--Nadukani Kerala S63535295 

17 Jan 2020 07:51 Thattekadu Bridge Kerala S63535299 

17 Jan 2020 07:58 Thattekadu - Periyar River Kerala S63535301 

17 Jan 2020 08:49 Thattekkad--Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary Kerala S63535306 
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Photo Gallery 
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